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1. Expo Shanghai 2010 

The largest World Exposition in history will be hosted by China in 2010, and the country is 

excitedly preparing itself for this momentous occasion. Children and adults wear Haibao 

(Official Mascot of the Expo) t-shirts and storefronts proudly wave the Expo flag. The city is 

energized by the tremendous economic, environmental and social developments that the Expo 

heralds.  

Although it lasts 6 months, from May 1 to October 31, its impact will reverberate for years to 

come. This Expo has already broken two records. First, not only is it expected to attract 70 

million visitors, more than any Expo in 150 years of Expo history but to date, 185 countries and 

46 international organizations have accepted invitations to attend the World Expo, the largest 

number in Expo history. 

5.28 square kilometers in size, the Expo site is situated in downtown Shanghai along both the 

Puxi (1.35 sq km) and Pudong (3.93 sq km) banks of the Huangpu River. The theme of the 

Shanghai 2010 Exposition, "Better City - Better Life", demonstrates Shanghai's commitment to 

green urban development and status as a major economic and cultural center.  

Expo Shanghai will consist of a five-level structure of park, enclosed area (3.28 sq km), zones 

(five marked A, B, C, D and E, each with an average area of 60 hectares), Pavilion groups (12, 

each with an average area of 10 to 15 hectares), and clusters (26, each covering 2ï3 hectares). 

The average floor area of each pavilion cluster can accommodate 40ï45 exhibition units with 

each exhibition unit covering a total floor area of 20,000ï25,000 square meters. For the sake of 

convenience, each pavilion cluster will contain small canteens, shops, telecom, toilets, nursing 

services and other public facilities. Foreign national pavilions will be grouped according to their 

continent and will fall into one of three categories: Type 1, pavilions designed and built by 

official participants; Type 2, stand-alone pavilions built by the Organizer and rented to 

participants; Type 3, joint pavilions constructed by the Organizer and offered to developing 

nations free of charge. 

There will also be a number of permanent structures including the China National Pavilion, 

Theme Pavilions, Expo Boulevard, World Expo Centre, and Expo Performance Centre . The 

design of the China National Pavilion is based on traditional Chinese wooden structure 

architecture, and the design theme, "Chinese wisdom in urban development," reflects the wisdom 

of the Chinese people in urban construction from ancient times to the future.  

The Theme Pavilions are located in Zone B of the enclosed area of the Expo Site and to the west 

of Expo Boulevard, and measure 80,000 square meters aboveground and 40,000 square meters 



underground. The largest stand-alone structure within the Expo Site, the Expo Boulevard is 

located in the centre of the Expo site on the Pudong side. With two floors underground, one 

above ground and one canopy, it is a semi-open structure that will serve as a multi-purpose 

transportation and commercial centre. Not only will the Boulevard be the main axis for human 

traffic flow and sightseeing in the Expo Site, it will continue as such after Expo Shanghai.  

Next, the Expo Centre is located at the water front green area in Zone B of the Expo Site. This 

building stretches 350 meters from the west to the east, and 140 meters from the north to the 

south, with a total floor area of 140,000 square meters. As one of the major permanent buildings, 

the Centre will serve as the centre for ceremonies and conferences, press conferences and various 

forums during Expo Shanghai.  

The last permanent structure, the Expo Performance Centre, is located in the north of the Expo 

Site on the Pudong side and to the east of the Expo Boulevard. Measuring 126,000 square meters, 

the centre consists of a central stage, functional hall (which can house 18,000 people in the 

audience), and supporting facilities. The central stage is adjustable and the first of its kind in 

China, allowing for unlimited artistic design and creativity in performances. 

  

Zone A 

Where - Between the Expo Boulevard to the west and the Bailianjing rivulet to the east in the 

Pudong Section. 

Who - China Pavilion and national pavilions for Asian countries, except Southeast Asia. 

Zone B 

Where - Between Zone A to the east and Lupu Bridge to the west. 



Who - National pavilions of Southeast Asian and Oceanian countries, Pavilions for International 

Organizations, Theme Pavilions, Expo Centre and Performance Centre.  

Zone C 

Where - Houtan to the west of Lupu Bridge in the Pudong Section.  

Who - European, American and African national pavilion clusters. A large public amusement 

park of about 10 hectares will be built at the entrance. Zone C is where the Canadian Pavilion 

lies in. 

Zone D 

Where - West of the Expo Boulevard in the Puxi Section. The land is the site of the Jiangnan 

Shipyard and some original industrial buildings will be kept and renovated into corporate 

pavilions. The docklands and slipway to the east of the corporate pavilions will be reserved and 

made into space for outdoor public exhibition and cultural exchange. 

Zone E 

Where - East of the Expo Boulevard in the Puxi Section. 

Who - Stand-alone corporate pavilions, Urban Civilization Pavilion, Urban Exploration Pavilion 

and the Urban Best Practices Area. Zone E is where the Vancouver Pavilion and Montreal 

ESPACE are located. 

2. Canada@Shanghai Expo 2010  
 

Canadaôs theme for participation in Expo 2010 is The Living City: inclusive, sustainable, 

creative. This theme provides a clear focus for Canada to demonstrate how Canadian cities 

reflect our history and showcase our democratic values. Canadian cities are characterized by 

social inclusion, sustainability and creativity, and are both living and liveable. They offer a high 

quality of life for residents and are hubs of cultural, social, economic and technological creativity. 

Recognized by the United Nations as offering exceptional quality of life, Canadaôs cities provide 

innovative and sustainable urban development models and practices to share with the world.  

 

On January 21, 2008, the Government of Canada signed a collaborative arrangement with 

Cirque du Soleil to develop the Canada Pavilion at Expo 2010. Together with the Government of 

Canada, Cirque du Soleil has been designing the creative concept for the Canada Pavilion, 

creating the public presentation, producing the cultural program, and developing strategic 

corporate alliances.  

SNC-Lavalin Inc., one of Canadaôs best-known engineering and construction companies, was 

contracted to build the Canada Pavilion.  

 



The Canada Pavilion itself measures 4800 m
2 

on a 6000 m
2 

site. The first floor houses the Public 

Presentation Area which is open to the general public. It is expected that 5.5 million people, or 

approximately 30 000 visitors per day, will visit the Canada Pavilion over the Expoôs six month 

duration.  
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CCBC global member companies are honored to be the sponsors of Canadian Pavilion during 

Shanghai World Expo 2010 as below: 

 

                  
 

 

For more information on the Canada Pavilion, please visit our official website at:  

http://www.expo2010canada.gc.ca/index-eng.cfm. 

 

 

 

 



3. Best Urban Practice of Canada at Expo 2010 

The Urban Best Practices Area is an opportunity for 

cities to participate in the World Expo 

independently. The area will not only present those 

commonly acknowledged, original and valuable 

programs and practices designed to improve the 

quality of urban life by typical cities in the world, 

but also act as a platform for these cities to share 

and exchange experiences in urban construction and 

development. The UBPA will be divided into four 

exhibition fields, namely Livable Cities, Sustainable Urbanization, Protection and Utilization of 

Historical Heritages and Technological Innovation in Built Environment.  

The UBPA mainly presents various on-going practices, along with some experimental examples 

which have huge application potentials.  With a land area of 15.12 hectares, the UBPA is located 

in Section E of Puxi area in the enclosed area of the Expo Site. Comprised of two blocks - the 

south and the north, the Urban Best Practices Area offers a stage for cities around the world to 

propose their solutions to urban issues from different perspectives. 

Vancouver and Montreal have been chosen among the 55 projects chosen by World Expo 

Shanghai to exhibit in the Urban Best Practices Area of the Expo site. 

 

3.1 Vancouver Pavilion at Urban Best Practices Area: 

Big ideas on sustainable, livable communities 

Vancouver Pavilion Design 

Better city, better life 

 

The Vancouver Pavilion is an innovative structure 

that shows the versatility of wood by combining 

conventional linear elements with unexpected 

spherical elements. The pavilion was designed by 

Canadian architect Jan Benda of Allied Architects 

International. Mr. Benda created the linear section in 

the form of a Vancouver style wood/concrete hybrid 

building to demonstrate woodôs superior thermal 

insulation and excellent seismic stability. The spherical section embraces natural light to enhance 

the aesthetic beauty of large White Spruce beams. If one word were chosen to describe this 

structure it would be ñlightò. 



¶ Light wood frame construction is energy efficient, stable and durable.  

¶ Natural light falls through the glass curtain wall to illuminate large Spruce beams.  

¶ A light impact on the environment is achieved by using sustainably harvested, 

renewable wood building materials.  

Several wood species are used to make this building a special demonstration of Canadian wood 

products. The glu-lam beams are made from White Spruce while the light wood frame walls are 

made from Spruce/Pine/Fir (SPF) dimensional lumber. The sheathing and flooring is made from 

Canadian oriented strand board (OSB). The exterior cladding and the landscaping will feature 

Western Red Cedar and treated SPF, while the interior will be finished with Hemlock, Cedar and 

Maple. 

For more details, please visit: www.expo2010vancouver.com 

3.2 ESPACE Montreal  
---Using the CESM Story, Compare that of Modern Montreal 

 

In July 2007, Montréal was invited by the organizers of 

the 2010 World Expo to submit its candidacy in the 

international competition for citiesô best urban practices. 

Montréal chose to showcase the Saint Michel 

Environmental Complex because of its innovative nature, 

its international recognition and its environmental 

character.  

Espace Montr®alôs main attraction is a multimedia 

projection on a screen measuring 5.75 m by 3.5 m 

composed of 720 mobiles facets. The projection tells the 

story of the Saint Michel Environmental Complex. This 

spectacular and immersive experience will draw Shanghai 

visitors into Montr®alôs reality. 

After the projection, visitors will enter an area with detailed 

information about the complex that showcases the expertise 

of the city and businesses located on the Saint Michel site.  

With an area of nearly 500 m2, Espace Montréal will welcome some 1.5 million visitors during 

the 2010 World Expo.  GSMPRJCT Intégration was selected through an ideas competition to 

oversee the design, production, installation and technical maintenance of Espace Montréal. 

 

 

 

http://www.expo2010vancouver.com/


4. Transportation to the Expo Site  
 

 
 

 
In the lead-up to 2010, the Shanghai city government has vastly expanded the municipal 

transportation infrastructure with new roads, bridges and subway lines, many of which will 

facilitate easier access to the Expo site. Although one may expect that city traffic will he heavy 

in the city around key Expo dates, such as the week of the May 1 (Official Opening Day), 

October 1 (Chinaôs National Day) to October 8, and other holiday periods, the cityôs expansion 

of its urban transport network should make visits to the Expo relatively easy. 

 

In the master plans, the World Expo Shanghai China 2010 venues will be supported by five 

subways, two vehicular tunnels, one magnetic-levitation train, three sea ports in addition to two 

international airports and the city's reliable bus system. Generally speaking, public land 

transportation will play the key role during the Expo. 


































