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CHECK AGAINST DELIVERY 
 
Honoured guests. Ladies and gentlemen. Welcome to the Canada China Business 
Council’s 35th Annual General Meeting and Policy Conference. My name is Peter 
Harder, and I have the honour and pleasure of being the CCBC president. This afternoon 
is everything we had planned and hoped for when we began this process a year ago. We 
have close to 250 people here today. There are actually more than 300 Canadians 
participating in Canadian events this week, and more than 300 people coming to our 
banquet luncheon on Friday. When you have to put a sold out sign on your events two 
weeks before your registration closes, it is very gratifying. In fact, we had to turn people 
away. That’s the type of problem any organization would want. 
 
There are many people who will be paying tribute to the late Paul Desmarais, our 
founding chairman. Paul was a visionary who co-founded the council in 1978 and served 
as chairman for 15 years. What began 35 years ago as a belief that China’s economic 
power would emerge, has become a reality. We are all here today because of Paul 
Desmarais and that vision. 
 
We are very fortunate to have the panels of experts who will be speaking this afternoon. 
They are well known, well respected, and people we need to hear from. I look forward to 
listening to their views. 
 
I want to thank our sponsors: Dentons, EDC, Heenan Blaikie, and McCarthy Tetrault, for 
making this day possible. I also want to thank our supporting organizations. We truly 
have a panorama of cross-representation from Canada in this room today and strong 
delegations from the province of Quebec and the cities of Calgary and Ottawa. 
 
I have two responsibilities. First, to let you know that we are inviting and encouraging 
audience participation. Please write down any questions you may have during the panels 
and raise your hand so our staff can collect them. Second is to invite you to a cocktail 
reception we are hosting at the end of the conference so that we have the opportunity to 
network and discuss the many points of view we will be hearing today. 
 
But my main job is to introduce the distinguished officials who have joined us to open the 
conference. With that in mind, I would now like to introduce the Honourable John Baird, 
Canada’s minister of foreign affairs, to deliver the opening keynote. 


